
Churches Together in Harborough
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

18-25 January 2021

Suggested themes and prayer topics

These suggestions include some of the material that will be used by churches of all denominations 
around the world during this week of prayer (printed in italics). Our main focus is on local prayer 
requests which often cue wider issues too. Sources of other material are acknowledged.

The material is divided into five specific days as a resource for leaders of the weekday Zoom prayer 
meetings. However, leaders should use their discretion as to what they include (there is no harm in 
repeating material from other sections!), and individuals can use the material in any way at any time.
It may be especially useful for the suggested individual prayer walks on Sunday 24 th.

Theme for the week: Abiding in Christ (John 15:1-9)

Introduction to the theme
Abiding in Christ is an inner attitude that takes root in us over time. It demands space to grow. It can 
be overtaken by the struggle for the necessities of life and it is threatened by the distractions, noise, 
activity and the challenges of life. 

We live in a time that is both troubling and magnificent, an often dangerous time where we 
are challenged by pandemics, wars, violence, poverty, racism and climate change. Yet as Christians 
seeking reconciliation, justice and peace, we also know the full value of a spiritual life, have an 
immense responsibility and must realize it, unite and help each other create forces of calmness, 
refuges of peace, vital centres where the silence of people calls on the creative word of God. It is a 
question of life and death.

Monday 18 January – Called by God
Suggested readings: John 15:16; Genesis 12:1-4; John 1:35-51

A thought
Like Abraham we are called to leave that which is familiar and go to the place that God has prepared 
in the depths of our hearts. Along the way, we become more and more ourselves, the people God has
wanted us to be from the beginning. And by following the call that is addressed to us, we become a 
blessing for our loved ones, our neighbours, and the world. The love of God seeks us. God 
became human in Jesus, in whom we encounter the gaze of God. 

Prayer requests from the Methodist Church in Northampton Road 
 The mission and ministry of all churches in the town, and around the UK, discovering new 

ways to share the good news of Jesus and to support Christians through on-line activities.
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 For older or poorer people who have limited or no access to the internet, that we may not 
forget them and their spiritual as well as material needs.

 For wisdom and discernment for us all about how to continue to respond safely and 
responsibly to the pandemic crisis.

 For those who are frightened, isolated or suffering from mental ill-health at the present 
time.

 For our schools, all staff and those in leadership, and for parents who are worried about the 
safety of their children.

 For the Syrian refugee family in Market Harborough, and for the family supported by the 
Community Sponsorship programme.

 And specifically, we would like prayer for the recruitment process as we are hoping to 
employ a new lay worker ("Growth and Nurture Support Worker") in the coming months.  
Advertising for this post will be starting in a few weeks.

A prayer
Jesus Christ, you seek us, you wish to offer us your friendship and lead us to a life that is ever more 
complete. Grant us the confidence to answer your call so that we may be transformed and become 
witnesses of your compassion for the world.

Tuesday 19 January – Justice and peace
Suggested readings: John 15:12-14; Matthew 5:43-48; Matthew 25:37-40

A thought
Spirituality and solidarity are inseparably linked. Abiding in Christ, we receive the strength and 
wisdom to act against structures of injustice and oppression, to fully recognize ourselves as 
brothers and sisters in humanity, and to be creators of a new way of living, with respect for and 
communion with all of creation. Prayer and everyday life are not two separate realities but are 
meant to be united. All that we experience is meant to become an encounter with God.

Prayer requests from the Harborough Action for Justice and Peace Group (part of Churches 
Together)

 Prayer for the issues relating to the working conditions and practices in some of Leicester’s 
textile factories. Prayer for factory workers to be treated with dignity and fairness and paid 
wages that meet statutory requirements. Prayer for ourselves that we would think more 
widely about what the fast fashion industry demands and make informed choices about the 
clothes that we buy and where we buy them from.

 Pray for the passage of the Domestic Abuse Bill through parliament as it gets its second 
reading in the House of Lords in early January. During the lockdowns, domestic abuse 
incidents have risen. Pray for all those who suffer domestic abuse and for the many agencies
offering help and support.

 For those in refugee camps around the world, with life made more difficult due to the 
coronavirus restrictions. Pray especially for Vial Refugee Camp on the Greek island of Chios, 
thanking God for the local links we have to that camp through the Market Harborough 
Helping Refugees Group.
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 The ongoing Naseby Square campaign. Pray that any amendments made to the existing 
revision do not lead to even greater problems connected with strains on the NHS, education,
and social care, and for the decision makers to be mindful of the effects on the mainly 
elderly residents who remain in Naseby Square.

 Pray also for the inmates, staff, and chaplains of Gartree Prison, for those prisoners who 
have come to faith, for those who feel helpless to change, and for those recently discharged 
that they may be given employment and the support to make a fresh start.

A prayer
Lord Jesus Christ, you are the way of peace. Come into the brokenness of our lives and our world 
with your healing love. Help us to be willing to bow before you in true repentance, and to bow to 
one another in real forgiveness. By the fire of your Holy Spirit, melt our hard hearts and consume the
pride and prejudice which separate us. Fill us, O Lord, with your perfect love which casts out fear and
bind us together in that unity which you share with the Father and the Holy Spirit. (Cecil Kerr)

Wednesday 20 January – Growing in maturity
Suggested readings: John 15:4; Ephesians 3:14-21

A thought
Without our knowing how, the Spirit makes Christ dwell in our hearts. And it is through prayer, by 
listening to the word, in sharing with others, by putting into practice what we have understood, that 
the inner being is strengthened.

Prayer requests from Harborough Community Church, Bath Street
 Pray for safe return to the services in the church building
 For contacts made over Christmas with Hampers we distributed to needy families.
 For an outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the southern district and that individuals will turn 

to Christ.
 Pray for our online services that they may both feed the Christians and challenge the 

unbeliever.
 Pray for a passion for the lost and for God to show us new ways of reaching folk with the 

good news.

Prayer requests from the Anglican Parish of the Transfiguration (St Nicholas Little Bowden, St 
Hugh’s Northampton Road) 

 We give thanks for the togetherness the two church communities have experienced over the
last year. Working together has provided many blessings and helped us to be stronger in our 
outreach and ministry. 

 We ask that you would pray for the building at St Hugh, particularly for the heating to be 
fixed, and that as a parish we will discern God’s vision for the future. 

 Please pray too for the most vulnerable in our communities, for those who are lonely or 
isolated, those who are struggling to feed themselves or their families, or who have nowhere
to call home. 
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A prayer
Lord, perfect in us all that is lacking of your gifts: of faith, to increase it; of hope, to strengthen it; of 
love, to rekindle it; and make us fear one thing only, that we should honour anything more than you,
our Father, Saviour and Lord. (After Lancelot Andrewes 1555-1626)

Thursday 21 January – The ongoing journey
Suggested readings: Matthew 18:1-9; Luke 24:13-32

A thought
We all found 2020 difficult. Things hoped for have been lost. In Luke 24, Jesus’ friends are seemingly 
talking to a stranger on the road to Emmaus. They were mourning not only the death of their friend, 
but also the loss of hope, for all that they had hoped Jesus would do. They did not realise that the 
one they were mourning was right there with them. The stranger was Jesus. The truth is, life is 
always uncertain, and at some time we will all face loss of hope. But even in dark places, whether we
recognise him or not, Jesus is with us, he has promised to be with us always. The road ahead may 
not be the direct route we were hoping for, but direct routes are rarely fulfilling or transformative. 
Let us seek and ask God what treasure he has for us on this uncertain journey as we walk with Him. 
(Jo Giles, Harborough Anglican Team newsletter, 6 December 2020, abridged)

Prayer requests from the wider Anglican Team 
 Those involved with the volunteer bank and phoning isolated people. 
 For the future plans for the St Dionysius’ re-ordering and its purpose in the community, and 

the on-going finance challenges.
 The well-being of all connected to the church, our community well-being, 
 Pray for our schools, the well-being of staff as they juggle their personal circumstances, 

needs of families, home schooling and the teaching in school for key worker children. Pray 
for their well-being as they face increased work load with less staff.  

 Pray for our families as they once again become hubs of home schooling and working round 
the kitchen table. Pray for time out and opportunities to still do family stuff and enjoy each 
other. Pray for those where mental or physical well-being brings even more difficult 
circumstances.

 Pray for young people, for their hope in their futures that they will be encouraged. Pray that 
they will remember to dream for good exciting things that will bring them joy. Pray for their 
relationships as they spend more time at home and less time with friends.

Prayer requests from The CUBE
 The new youth work manager Ceriann Kelly.
 The young people that we continue to support through these difficult times, that their 

mental health, relationships and education will not suffer too much.
 For our volunteers.
 For the administrator vacancy, that we find someone who will be right for the role.
 The funding bids that we are awaiting decisions for, to go towards schools work and 

counselling.
 Building the gazebo for more outside activities.
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A prayer
We pray for our young people growing up in an unsteady and confusing world. Show them that your 
ways give more life than the ways of the world, and that following you is better than chasing after 
selfish goals. Help them to take failure not as a measure of their worth but as a chance for a new 
start. Give them strength to hold their faith in you and to keep alive their joy in your creation. (The 
Book of Common Prayer of the Episcopal Church of the USA)

Friday 22 January – Being transformed
Suggested readings: John 15:1-4; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; Matthew 5:3-12.

A thought
The Word of God is very close to us. It is a blessing and a promise of happiness. If we open our hearts,
God speaks to us and patiently transforms that which is dying in us. He removes that which prevents 
the growth of real life, just as the vine grower prunes the vine. Regularly meditating on a biblical text,
alone or in a group, changes our outlook. The Beatitudes reveal to us a happiness that is 
hidden in that which is unfulfilled, a happiness that lies beyond suffering: blessed are those who, 
touched by the Spirit, no longer hold back their tears but let them flow and thus receive consolation. 
As they discover the wellspring hidden within their inner landscape, the hunger for justice, and the 
thirst to engage with others for a world of peace, grows in them. We are constantly called to renew 
our commitment to life, through our thoughts and actions. There are times when we already taste, 
here and now, the blessing that will be fulfilled at the end of time.

Prayer requests from Harborough Baptist Church, Coventry Road
 For ears that hear, eyes that see, hearts and minds that continue to perceive the leading of 

the Spirit amongst us;
 For courage, faith and obedience as we respond to the Spirit and change so that we connect 

authentically and fruitfully with our community;
 For the presence and peace of Christ for those who are isolating or in hospital;
 For the blessing and empowering of Christ as we seek to love and serve Him in 2021.

Prayer requests from the Bower House counselling service
 Some of our work continues on line and our phone lines will be managed throughout the 

week and our waiting list remains open for new clients should we get phone enquiries.
 For God’s guidance to ensure the Bower House is resourced to continue His work in this 

community.
 For the wellbeing of the team of volunteers.
 For those in need of our service and that those who need us will be guided to the Bower 

House.  

Other churches and agencies
 Pray for the ministry of Our Lady of Victories Church and the Congregational Church.
 Pray for the work of the Jubilee Food Bank and the growing number of families which need 

its help through no fault of their own.

A prayer
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Blessed are you, God our Father, for the gift of your word in Holy Scripture. Blessed are you for its 
transforming power. Help us choose life and guide us by your Spirit, so that we can experience the 
happiness which you want so much to share with us.

Sunday 24 January – Prayer walk

Churches Together in Harborough Forum recently called for as many Christians in the area as 
possible to use their properly socially-distanced individual daily walk on this day to pray for the 
town, its churches, its Christian and secular agencies, its council and commercial businesses, and for 
the population as a whole who are affected in many different ways by the pandemic.

 Pray especially for those who are in financial difficulties as a result of being furloughed, 
made redundant or loss of income in their business.

 Pray too for our hard-pressed health services, our local surgeries and St Luke’s Hospital, and 
the vaccination programme 

 Pray for our care homes and all who live and work in them.
 And take in any of the topics referred to above on previous days.

There is a useful leaflet describing how to go about a prayer walk at https://www.eauk.org/what-we-
do/prayer-centre/coronavirus-prayer/walk-pray

At 4.00 pm today there is a united service of readings and prayers for all the 
churches in the Harborough area. It will be on Zoom and details of how to join 
it can be obtained from your local church leaders. During the service there will 
be an opportunity to feed back any thoughts, insights or experiences you have 
encountered on your prayer walk via the Zoom chat facility.
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