
Naseby Square Social & Sheltered Housing Complex – Update September 21st 2020

Please pray for all those who will have to consider this scheme if it ever goes to the Planning Committee. We 
are led to believe that early November may be that critical point in time. Not helped by H.M.G’s recent 
changes to Planning Law! If you feel able to contact Harborough D.C. or the press to object please do so. 

Background:

Harborough D.C. attempts to find developers had failed due to lack of appropriate access to the adjacent former 
garaging site.

Tenants were angry to hear Harborough D.C. had been negotiating since 2014 to ensure a development took place and 
had persuaded Waterloo to demolish a third of the housing complex.

7 Locks H.A. were taken over by Waterloo Housing Group on 31.03.18. In May ‘18 tenants were then told homes and 
community amenities were to be demolished.

Reasons given for the demolitions were that the homes were no longer suitable due to age. Heating was inadequate; 
and no one wanted to fill vacancies. These reasons we know to have been fabricated – as a C.E.O. of Harborough D.C. 
said they only needed repairs and maintenance carried out. 

The Community (Centre) Hall was said to be unused. In fact, regular users had been told that Waterloo could no longer 
guarantee its availability – so regular users found alternative venues making it unused.

Planning Application had been hoped to be dealt with in July 2017, but delayed due to 7 Locks not being taken over until
31.03.18.

An Application went to Planning from Harborough D.C. in July 2018 and was met with fierce opposition.

It took pressure on Waterloo to start repairs and maintenance in December 2019 as existing homes suffered from 
deterioration.
In January 2020 repairs and maintenance started to be carried out.

In December 2019, the penultimate tenant was transferred to the other side of the complex where neither ramp access 
nor grab handles and handrails nor Emergency Call system had been installed. They had to wait several weeks before 
the work was completed.

A revised Planning Application was made by Harborough D.C. in December 2019.

January 2020 the last tenant, 97 years of age, was finally decanted from the Sheltered Housing block due for demolition.

Then in September 2020 we heard that Harborough D.C. is wishing to negotiate with Waterloo for them to buy the 
former garaging site and the other properties Harborough D.C. had originally bought hoping to gain access for the 
development to be possible. In turn they would agree Planning permission for their land to be developed in keeping 
with the revised Plans already to hand. Suddenly this scheme cannot be carried out by Harborough D.C.! 

So, Harborough D.C. now hand over this unpalatable mess to the Platform Group who were Waterloo Housing Group.

Thus for what will have been almost three years the tenants and local residents have faced turmoil and distress due to 
the treatment meted out to both tenants and the existing local residents who will suffer as a result of this 38 homes 
development that is being fitted into a plot that:

1. Destroys 17 homes, a small communal lounge, a Warden’s Office, and the Community (Centre) Hall.
2. And will not replace any of the lost homes and community amenities.

We cannot understand how anybody can treat elderly and frail adults in a Social & Sheltered Housing Complex with 
medical and mobility conditions as mere pawns in an inappropriate scheme for the area. It will also create further havoc
on local narrow streets where totally insufficient parking is available for residents and where emergency services and 
delivery vehicles often find it impossible to pass safely.

Dave Tomlin


