
 “The lies we tell ourselves: ending comfortable myths about poverty.”

(A consideration of and follow up to the above report by the CTH Justice and Peace Group).

In March this year, a coalition of major British Churches, The Baptist Union of Great Britain, 
the Church of Scotland, the Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church), produced 
through their Joint Public Issues Team a new churches' report titled “The lies we tell 
ourselves: ending comfortable myths about poverty,” showing how evidence and 
statistics have been misused, misrepresented and manipulated to create untruths that 
stigmatise poor people, welfare recipients and those in receipt of benefits. 

The producers of the report, written by Paul Morrison conclude that, "As a coalition of 
major British Churches, we want to create a new story; one grounded in truth, 
compassion and hope. Part of our calling as Christians is to seek after truth, and that 
means facing up to our own blindness as well as calling others to account. 
Collectively we have come to believe things about poverty in the UK which are not 
grounded in fact. We need to develop an understanding of the depth and breadth of 
UK poverty that is compatible with the evidence available. Just as importantly we 
need to match the language of public debate with the reality of people’s lives. It is a 
task we must approach with humility; one which puts the lived experience of poverty 
at its heart, and one which is committed to truthfulness – no matter how 
uncomfortable we find those truths to be.” 

The selective untruths exposed in the report are; 
1. ‘They’ are lazy and don’t want to work.
2. ‘They’ are addicted to drink and drugs.
3. ‘They’ are not really poor – they just don’t manage their money properly.
4. ‘They’ are on the fiddle.
5. ‘They’ have an easy life.
6. ‘They’ caused the deficit.

For each of the above ‘Myths,’ the report sets out to offer a response aiming to ‘create a new
story; one grounded in truth, compassion and hope,’ and they urge us as Christians to join 
with them in this challenge.

In addition to the report, on 7 June 2013, churches and charities from all four nations of the 
UK, came together to write to the Prime Minister to ask that government ministers cease to 
say untrue things about those in poverty and that despite, different views that the signatories
may hold on the changes to the benefit system being undertaken by this Government, 
“What unites us is the belief that the debate around these reforms should be based 
on truthful information. As Christians we believe that all people are made in the image
of God, and as such are to be loved and valued. At the very least, the most vulnerable 
deserve to be spoken of truthfully and with respect. We ask you, as Prime Minister to 
ensure that the record is put straight, and that statistics are no longer manipulated in 
a way which stigmatises the poorest in our society. We promise to support you in 
efforts to ensure that debates on poverty are rooted in fact and not on assertion.” 



How can we then as Christians in our local churches respond to these important issues? 
Here are a few suggestions:

1. Ensure that we are informed about the issues discussed here by reading  the report 
in full at http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/truthandliesaboutpoverty/ 

2. Look out for information and posters that will be appearing in our churches and on 
church noticeboards highlighting these issues.

3. Take time in personal or group Bible study to consider key Bible passages and 
questions to get you thinking about poverty and truth telling which are set out in the 
leaflet,  ‘Poverty: good news and Lies,’ available to download from the website

http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/truthandliesaboutpoverty/ 

4. Let your MP know that you care. A copy of the report has been sent to every MP in 
the country. Now they need to know that their constituents care about this issue. 
Write to your MP – ask them to ensure that they read the report and listen to its 
recommendations.

5.  If you hear in conversations any of these myths repeated, take every opportunity to 
challenge them to ensure that the truth is heard.

 

“This is what the Lord asks of you; only this, to act justly, to love tenderly, and 
to walk humbly with your God.” Micah 6:8

                                               

                                               Janet Smith on behalf of CTH Justice and Peace Group
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